
Item 4 – To receive any questions from members of the public under paragraph 17 
of Part 2 (The Council and District Council Members) of the Constitution 

 

Question 1 

“Hi, my name is Leo and I’m an 11 year old boy. On 25th June 2019, Gravesham 
Council declared a climate emergency and I asked them to include children and young 
people in their climate change plans. Tonight, I’m here to ask Sevenoaks Council to do 
the same. 

Floods, storms, heatwaves and droughts happen every year in the UK and it’s 
worrying to think about what other things might happen in the future. Our air is dirty, 
our rivers and seas are polluted and even the nature and wildlife that surrounds us is 
under threat. 

I don’t want to spend my time worrying about things like this. But I’d rather help fix 
what’s gone wrong and help put things right than ignore it and hope it goes away. It 
won’t go away. It will just get worse. We need to start taking it seriously and working 
hard to make things better and to make sure my siblings, my friends and all the 
children and young people in Sevenoaks - and everywhere - have a healthy and 
happy environment to grow up in. So I urge you to please show you care for children 
and young people by voting for this motion and making climate change your top 
priority. 

I also think that your plans would be even better if children and young people were 
involved in the decision making. We will have to live and work in the District that you 
are creating so we would like to help shape it. 

Will you please consider creating a way for children and young people to take part in 
all your climate change plans - and all decision making - at Sevenoaks Council?” 

Leo Manston  


